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 Preserving Our Past by Protecting Our Future

Sustainable Marblehead Opposes Peabody Peaker
Plant

It came to our attention earlier this year that the Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale
Electric Company (MMWEC), which provides electricity to Marblehead Municipal Light
Department (MMLD), is planning to build a fossil fuel powered plant in Peabody, (Project
2015A), to help its municipal light department customers meet the demand for energy at
peak times. MMLD entered into a 30-year agreement with MMWEC several years ago to
purchase approximately four percent of the new plant’s power and has invested $380,000
in the plant to date. 

Since learning about the project, Sustainable Marblehead's Clean Energy and Public
Policy Working Group has reviewed information provided to us by MMLD and MMWEC,
and reviewed reports from across the country describing energy storage systems that are
quickly replacing fossil fuel powered plants to meet peak energy demands. Many regions
of the country are using new smart technologies and rate structures to reduce peak
demand. Through this review process we have identified some key concerns:

 Massachusetts' new climate legislation and Governor Baker’s administrative
“Roadmap” plan set a 2050 deadline for reaching net-zero carbon emissions
statewide. Not only does Project 2015A not help us to meet that goal, it commits
ratepayers to pay for the plant until 2053, long after it risks becoming obsolete.
Project 2015A is located near two environmental justice communities (defined as
communities whose median household incomes are equal to or less than 65% of
the statewide median, or whose populations are made up of 25% minority or
foreign-born residents or those who lack English language proficiency).  In addition
to the ethical concerns this raises, the project may face legal problems in the face
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of newly prioritized environmental justice considerations.  Potential lawsuits could
impact the timing and cost of the project.
Since MMLD first reviewed the project, there has been an unprecedented shift in
the energy market. Therefore, the cost/benefit calculations on which this proposed
plant are based are out of date. In fact, the cost of energy capacity has declined
62% since this project was first conceived and is expected to continue to fall as
offshore wind and other renewables enter the market.

For the above reasons, Sustainable Marblehead does not support Project 2015A, and we
testified to that effect at a public hearing of the Department of Public Utilities last
week. We believe that non-fossil-fuel capacity alternatives to the proposed project are
feasible and should be evaluated. Our hope is that MMWEC will halt the process and go
back to the drawing board.

Town Meeting

Marblehead’s Town Meeting will be held this Monday, May 3, at 7 pm in the rear
parking lot of Our Lady Star of the Sea Community Center at 80 Atlantic Avenue. We
would like to highlight our support for Article 45, as the passage of this article will
give MMLD more space for their operations, as they plan to use their existing space
to install a battery energy storage system at Village Substation. We also support
Article 47, as curtailing the use of gas-powered leaf blowers is an important step in
reducing carbon emissions and other chemicals harmful to human health and the
environment. We hope you will attend this important outdoor event and consider the
following issues when you vote: View list. Feel free to print out our flyer and bring it
with you to Town Meeting. 
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Marblehead Plants Trees

Last weekend, our Town Trees and Urban Forestry Working Group organized a team
of 26 volunteers that included members of Sustainable Marblehead, the Driftwood
and Marblehead Garden Clubs and Marblehead High School students to help
Marblehead Tree Warden Jon Fobert plant 30 new town trees. The trees were
planted on Countryside Lane, Leo Road and Birch Street, and they replaced older
trees that were dying. 

Three teams per day planted, watered and mulched the trees, installed water gators
for continued watering and cleaned up when the project was complete. Jon told
one of our volunteers that he could not have completed the project without our help.
In fact, by using volunteers, we saved the town $25,000! Thank you to everyone
who participated, and we look forward to helping with the Town’s fall plantings. If
you would like to support Marblehead's Tree Donation Fund, please send a check to
the Town of Marblehead, 188 Washington Street, and note Tree Donation Fund on
the memo line. Don’t forget to share your love of trees on our Facebook



page, Marblehead Loves Trees! 
 

What Really Happens After Your Recycling is
Picked Up?
                         

Everything picked up
from your curbside
blue bin is delivered
directly to
GreenWorks Inc., in
Peabody. It is loaded
onto a huge conveyer
belt where the trash
and nonrecyclables
are pulled out.
The  recyclable
materials are sorted
into four groups; glass,
plastic, metal and
paper. Greenworks

compresses the metal, plastics and paper into cubes, and the glass is crushed and
placed in bins. Everything is trucked to recycling mills or other facilities for more
processing and ultimate sale. Click here to watch the process. 
  
Remember, if Greenworks does trash anything from your recycle bin, there’s only
one reason — according to Greenworks and MassDEP guidelines.  It was trash,
either not recyclable (like pizza boxes, thin plastic and plant pots) or contaminated
(remember to rinse out your recyclables). Visit recyclesmartma.org if you have a
question about  what goes in your blue bin.  And while you’re there, subscribe to
their monthly newsletter for latest information. 
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Attention Marblehead Boaters!
Help to keep shrink wrap out of the
landfills by having it recycled! Click
here to learn more:

Enjoy a Private Tour around
Marblehead's Little Harbor
Join Judy Anderson for a private
guided walk where you will enjoy
stunning views while learning about the
area’s history and current conservation
issues. Donations will benefit
Sustainable Marblehead! Learn More  

One More Month in our
Outdoor Challenge
Make a family commitment to
step away from your screens
and spend 60 hours outdoors in
May!
Learn More

Calling all Marblehead
Students!
What does a healthy harbor look like to
you? Let us know by submitting your
entry to our Youth Media Contest by
May 21.  
Learn More 

Upcoming Event
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Join us as we celebrate and take action to protect our harbor and shared ocean.
Each day will highlight an issue affecting our waters and offer solutions and
activities that raise awareness and inspire action! 

Learn More

Did You Know?

Our Education Working Group distributes a monthly
electronic newsletter which includes fun information for
parents and grandparents on outdoor activities, books,
articles, websites and craft projects that will promote an
appreciation of nature among our children and
grandchildren.

What Can You Do? 
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If you would like to receive the newsletter, send us an
email education@sustainaablemarblehead.org 
  
 

Support
Sustainable Marblehead is a community organization working to reduce waste and
achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2040. Our work is important, and we can't do it
alone. Please join us by donating today.
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Donate Today
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