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More Urgency, Not Less: The Pandemic’s Lessons for 

Local Climate Leadership 

Boston University’s Institute for Sustainable Energy recently released a 

report exploring the impact of Covid-19 on the ability of local 

municipalities to address the climate crisis. The report specifically 

addresses the question of whether the pandemic will increase climate 

action by communities across the U.S., or if the urgency to respond to 

the virus will slow their efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 

build resiliency to climate impacts. They found that while cities and 

towns are clearly struggling with the simultaneous challenges of Covid-

19, the steep economic decline it has precipitated, and the persistent 

dangers of climate change, it is imperative that they continue to focus 

their efforts beyond the immediate crisis and maintain and even boost 

their efforts in order to prevent an even greater and possibly 



 

irreversible health and economic catastrophe in the future. The report 

can be accessed at: https://www.bu.edu/ise/2020/06/30/more-

urgency-not-less-the-covid-19-pandemics-lessons-for-local-climate-

leadership/ 

 

Remembering Selectman Judy Jacobi – A Local Climate 

Leader 

Like so many others, we were saddened to lose our trusted friend and 

supporter, Judy Jacobi.  Judy followed Sustainable Marblehead 

closely, and often reached out with suggestions and feedback after 

reading our emails. She once said that when she opened an email from 

us, our yellow logo always made her smile. We are grateful for Judy’s 

contributions to the formation and work of the Green Marblehead 

Committee and for her support and encouragement of our many 

initiatives. According to Sustainable Marblehead Co-Founder John 

Livermore, who served with her on the Green Marblehead Committee, 

“She was always kind, insightful, generous with her praise, and kept us 

grounded in our conversations so that ‘a third grader could 

understand’. She wanted to be sure that our important message would 

be understood by all.” Judy lived and served with grace, wisdom, and a 

tireless commitment to our town. We will miss her. 
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Remembering Marty Riskin 

We are also mourning the passing of Marblehead Reporter cartoonist 

Marty Riskin. Not only was he a fine artist with a wonderfully dark wit, 

Marty was a steadfast friend of Sustainable Marblehead and supporter 

of initiatives to protect our town and the planet. The images and 

messages he created made profoundly important points and always left 



us with a smile. That is not an easy thing to do! Marty, we will miss 

your humanity, your voice, and your brilliant talent! Below we share 

some of Marty’s work, which he generously shared with us.    

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

Use your “head” responsibly! 

Under federal law, it is illegal to dump sewage, treated or not, within 

ten nautical miles of the entrance of Marblehead Harbor.  This is 

because we are inside a No Discharge Zone.  Dumping raw sewage 



negatively impacts aquatic species and ecosystems, water quality and 

human health.  For more information on green boating, click here for a 

free download of the Green Boating Guide, available through 

Sustainable Marblehead’s partnership with Sailors for the Sea: 

(https://www.sailorsforthesea.org/programs/green-boating-guide 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8283fbcdb0d8b34afa0e48825&id=d98fbbf59c&e=aa40c50c25


 

 

  

 



 

HarborMoor Announces Green Boating Partnership with 

Sailors for the Sea  

  

Calling all boaters! HarborMoor, Marblehead’s online boating 

community, has announced a partnership with Sailors for the Sea to 

promote Green Boating in Marblehead. HarborMoor celebrates the 

people, boats, and service providers which make Marblehead a world-

renowned sailing capital and publishes a directory of all 2,000+ boats 

in Marblehead Harbor. Boat owners can claim their boat, add basic 

information, and upload photos. If you want to learn more about 

HarborMoor, or are a boat owner or a crew member of a boat in 

Marblehead Harbor and haven’t yet claimed your boat, please 

visit HarborMoor.com. 

  

Beginning in August, boat profiles on HarborMoor's Directory will 

include a Green Boater badge if the owner has been designated as such 

by Sailors for the Sea. Badges will be added to boat profiles as new 

Green Boaters come aboard.  HarborMoor is also collaborating closely 

with Sustainable Marblehead and its Our Harbor, One Ocean Working 

Group to promote awareness, understanding, and a commitment to 

action on sustainable boating practices. To become a Green Boater and 

learn more about how you can take action to protect and preserve our 

beautiful harbor and surrounding waters, 

visit SailorsfortheSea.org/rob 

 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8283fbcdb0d8b34afa0e48825&id=a2809f90e3&e=aa40c50c25
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Rail trail to be redesigned 

The Board of Selectmen voted to award a contract to Toole Design to 

develop of full redesign of the rail trail.  The design will be funded with 

a $41,000 Mass Trails grant and the Town hopes to leverage the 

Complete Street program to pay for the implementation.  Town 

Planner Becky Curran states, “the goal of the project us to better serve 

all users of the trail.  We also want to somehow include the history as a 

former rail bed and also develop a cyclical maintenance 

schedule.”  Read the Marblehead Reporter’s coverage of the story here: 

https://marblehead.wickedlocal.com/news/20200721/marblehead-

rail-trail-to-be-redesigned 

 

  

Bike Marblehead Survey Results 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to participate in Bike 

Marblehead’s surveys over the past two years.  We would like to share 

our biking community’s concerns and priorities.  Here is a summary of 

the survey results:  
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Did you know?    

According to a new study in the journal Science, 

the amount of plastic flowing into the world’s 

oceans could nearly triple from 2016 to 2040 

even if companies and governments meet all their 

current commitments to tackle plastic waste. 

  

 



 

 

 

What can you do?  

Keep the intention we cultivated during 

“Plastic Awareness July” going! The study 

reported that the amount of of plastic 

flowing into the oceans could be reduced by 

as much as 80% through a combination of 

reduced plastics use, increased recycling, 

alternatives to plastic packaging, and better 

waste management. One practical idea is to 

check out Essex Soap Refill, a local 

company that produces reusable containers 

that can be refilled with laundry detergent, 

dish soap, hand soap, shower gel, shampoo, 

conditioner, castile soap, and all-purpose 

cleaners. There are non-toxic, 

biodegradable, sustainable, and organic 

options. Drop off, pick up, and delivery 

available. Check them out 

at www.essexsoaprefill.com and spread the 

word! 

  

 

 

  

  

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8283fbcdb0d8b34afa0e48825&id=1d2a9a0bf2&e=aa40c50c25


Please support Sustainable Marblehead’s work in 2020 

by becoming a Contributing Member! 



     



 

We have kicked off our first membership drive, and we thank our 2020 

supporters for helping make our work possible.  To learn more about 

our impact to date, click here.                                        To become a 2020 

member of Sustainable Marblehead,             click here.  Again, 

thank you for your support! 

 

                               

 

 

 

  

 

 

              Please forward this newsletter to a friend! Thank You  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

We LOVE our volunteers! And we want to hear from you. Please stay in touch! Find us at 

SustainableMarblehead.org and on Facebook and Instagram.  
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