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Welcome 2021! 

We can all agree that 2020 did not unfold the way we expected. At the 

beginning of the year, Sustainable Marblehead outlined its 20/20 

vision to address the climate crisis at the local level. As we embrace 2021, 

our vision remains clear, and it is  strengthened by the wisdom we have 

gained from living through a worldwide pandemic. Here are a few key 

takeaways:  

• Science matters, strong leadership matters, and the speed 

with which we address a crisis matters. Science and ideology 

are distinctly different, and the health and safety of our planet and 
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its citizens requires our leaders to work collaboratively and 

decisively. 

• Science and a healthy economy are inextricably 

connected. The pandemic has shown us that our economy cannot 

be strong if our citizens are not healthy. The concern that 

investment in clean energy is too costly is shortsighted and 

unsubstantiated. In fact, a 2018 report by the New Climate 

Economy found that bold climate action can deliver $26 trillion in 

economic benefits through 2030, compared with business as usual, 

while generating more than 65 million 

jobs.                                                          

• Human behavior makes a difference. Global greenhouse gas 

emissions dropped 7% in 2020 as a result  of the worldwide Covid-

19 restrictions. While emissions will likely rebound in 2021 without 

significant policy change and investment in clean technology, the 

drop in 2020 clearly shows the impact of our actions. 

• We don’t need as much as we thought we did. With 

pandemic restrictions requiring us to stay home, many people are 

finding that their homes and  closets are full of items they don't 

need. This offers us an opportunity to donate these items to 

organizations that help people who have have so much less and 

have suffered mightily during this pandemic and to reflect on what 

we truly value. 

  

Sustainable Marblehead looks forward to continuing to work with our 



 

community to reduce carbon emissions and waste.  We know that change 

begins at the local level. Happy New Year.  

 

  

 

Trash Sea Creatures find a Home 

Marblehead High School students from the National Green School Society 

and the National Arts Honor Society have put together a wonderful 

display in the lobby of the high school that calls attention to the growing 

problem of litter in our town and its impact on sea animals. 

 

Students used items collected during weekly clean-ups over the past six 

months to create their first display of  sea-creatures made entirely of 

the trash they collected.  A second display will be installed shortly at the 

Village School and hopefully at a few local businesses. To read more and 

see additional photos in the Marblehead Reporter, click here. 
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Marblehead Municipal Light Department Signs Hydroelectric 

Power Agreement 

MMLD is moving closer its 100% carbon-free energy goal with a five-year 

contract with Hydro-Quebec to purchase hydroelectric power. This 

agreement will increase Marblehead’s carbon-free power generation by 

approximately 6.2% to a projected total of 43% of its power portfolio.   

 

“The Marblehead Municipal Light Department is very pleased we’re 

participating in this deal,” MMLD General Manager Joe Kowalik said in a 

statement. “It aligns well with our strategy to Go Green without Going in 

the Red.” For more information, read thus recent article in the Salem 



 

News: https://www.salemnews.com/news/local_news/marblehead-

among-19-mass-utilities-to-sign-hydroelectric-power-

deal/article_be014856-507f-5dff-b763-1645e99cfea7.html 
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Recycle Smart—Basics of Paper Recycling 

Put in your blue bin: 

    Clean paper, stationery, notebook paper,  (staples, paperclips ok) 

    Envelopes (windows ok), junk mail, newspapers, magazines, 

brown      (grocery) bags 

    Construction paper — all colors (NO glue, glitter, paint, etc.) 

    Lightweight cardboard, cereal boxes, etc.  

    Cardboard — clean, remove packing tape, flatten out,  

  

Put in Trash: 

    Any paper contaminated with food, glue, dirt, grease, 

    Paper plates and cups 

    Napkins, facial tissues, paper towels (even clean ones because of the 

shorter fibers) 

    Shredded paper (turns into a pulp or “confetti” which can’t be captured 

for recycling). 

    Food canister (dried fruit, nuts),  

    “Waxed” cardboard (water resistant for produce) 

  

When in doubt, check it out — on recyclesmartma.org, Massachusetts 

“RECYCLOPEDIA”.  
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    Look for the link for “Beyond the Bin” for information on donation 

centers and recycling programs for specific items.    

 

Black Earth Compost 

Committing to composting is a great New Year’s resolution!  More than 

40% of Marblehead's trash is food waste, so please let's compost this 

waste and keep it out of landfills. You can compost at Black Earth's 

compost bins at the Transfer Station or sign up for weekly curbside 

pickup at $99 per year, at blackearthcompost.com.   This short video 

explains their process: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmURqbvWxfs   
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Additional Upcoming Events: 

Ask Chip:  Your Gardening Questions Answered in Two Online 

Sessions 
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Presented by Chip Osborne, President, Osborne Organics &  Chairman, 

Marblehead Recreation and Parks Commission.  Save the dates!  More 

information coming soon. 

    Pesticides 101—Monday, March 8, 4:30-5:30 pm 

    Green Lawncare—Monday, April 12, 4:30-5:30 pm. 

  

Complete a No-Cost Virtual Home Energy Assessment  

A home energy assessment can reduce your carbon footprint while 

helping you save in monthly energy costs. HomeWorks Energy (a Mass 

Save partner) has over a decade of experience in the eco-friendly ways you 

can save energy in your home—such as insulation and air sealing. To 

qualify for a No-Cost Virtual Home Energy Assessment through 

HomeWorks Energy, Marblehead residents must heat their home 

with National Grid gas. Sustainable Marblehead will receive a small 

donation from HomeWorks Energy for every energy assessment that is 

performed through our partnership. Click here to schedule your no-cost 

assessment today: 
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https://www.homeworksenergy.com/neighbors/sustainablemarblehead 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you Know?    

Marblehead’s storm drain system moves surface 

water (which originates from rain or snow) 

through large grates at street level.  Water moves 

through underground pipe systems, emptying 

into the ocean at various points in 

town.  This means that any waste that is placed in 

or near the storm drains (attention dog owners!) 

ends up in the harbor or ocean. 
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What Can You do?   

Keep the storm drains near your home free 

of leaves and debris, and NEVER place 

waste of any kind in a storm drain. 
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              Please forward this newsletter to a friend! Thank You  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

We LOVE our volunteers! And we want to hear from you. Please stay in touch! Find us at 

SustainableMarblehead.org and on Facebook and Instagram.  

 

Mailing address: 

Sustainable Marblehead 

P.O. Box 1320, Marblehead MA 01945 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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